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Translated

HOW THE FILM DIRECTOR, GIGA AGLADZE CONTINUES HIS
ANCESTORS” WINE-MAKING TRADITION

| was surprised when | found out that the director Giga Agladze was a wine-maker and a

smallholder. It turned out that he inherited it. He appreciates very much his surname and

ancestors. He continues their business with great pleasure and is proud of their method of
wine-making. It's significant that he knows everything about his ancestors.

My ancestors were famous architects in Georgia. They took part in many important projects of
buildings along with that they were big farmers. | got a lot of information from my grandfather
(my father’s father). He used to take me to our relatives and tell about our surname and an-
cestors’ traditions. After my grandfather’s death, | found a genealogy of our surname at home.
I’'m the seventh generation and | know all ancestors who were before (George, Luka, David,
Luarsabi, Ambrosi, Vazha). My grandfather was good in wine-making. | still remember a taste
of his wine. He taught me the method of wine-making.

- IT"S VERY RARE WHEN A MAN KNOWS SO MUCH ABOUT HIS ANCESTORS.

Our history starts from 1798. The man with my name George Agladze fought in the second
Russian- French coalition war, where he was captured. It’s an interesting story, | often joke
about making this story as a film. He was even wounded but he survived with the help of
wine-making. When he returned he continued wine-making. Our surname comes from Mesk-
heti. Later they moved to Racha but they kept their traditions. In Meskheti, terraced viticulture
was developed, which was followed by all members of my surname. Each of them was making
splendid wine. We were making wine as everyone else but there are nuances which make our
wine distinguished from others. It's important to pay attention during boiling process in order
to avoid leaving it sweet. It's a true saying: God is in the sky and wine-makers on the ground.
Shortly, it’s a very big and long process and | use this method.

- WILL YOU SHARE THE METHOD?

t's the secret of my ancestors and | can’t tell you. When my grandfather was working in the
vineyard or in the cellar, nothing was better than watching him. A wine-jar was very special to
me and once | witnessed how it was put in the ground. After that | remember every wine-jar’s
opening. It was a real celebration. When he would open the head plastered with clay |
thought miracle would happen. There was a different world for me. | was interested in
everything and | was there always, never leaving him. After he would stir that blessed liquid
and take wine with a wine ladle. The first glass was always mine.

- THAT'S WHY ALONGSIDE WITH YOUR MAJOR OCCUPATION YOU ALSO FOLLOW
WINE-MAKING AND YOU HAVE A SMALL ENTERPRISE, ISN'T IT¢

There is one more reason: the first time | earned my money was when | distributed wine from
Georgia to Greece. At that time, neither my Grandfather nor my father was alive. | was alone
and made that step. Later, | shot the film about old Patrimonial French Cognac. | was living in
Chateau and | listened to many useful and interesting lectures. | even met with the lawful heir
of Hennessy and | thought more about wine-making. You need 3 years to make wine and then
sell it with conscience. My decision was slowly ripening. | think Georgian man is a wine-maker
inside even though I’'m ready to have an argument with any of wine-makers or Directors of
winery. Even with those brands which show off and they shouldn't.



Translated

WHY?

There are two types of wine. One is wine and second is a liquid which is called wine and is in
being sold. Making money and business is very interesting and it’s a fact that in huge wineries
where hundreds of thousand tons of wine are made is very difficult to defend the norms but
trust me it’s possible to make real wine in that condition too. There are smallholders who have
ambitions of making a good wine and they manage that too.

WHEN HAVE YOU STARTED MAKING WINE?

It's been 3 years since | do it with my technology. | have a small enterprise. I’'m buying grapes
from peasants who have old vines and who never water them. | make analyses to the ground.
The air shouldn’t be full of lead. Also it’s very important what is growing around the vine.
Shortly, | would say | analyze and check the environment. It took longer than wine production
itself. Grapes love barren land.

THEN WHY DOES A PEASANT WATER THE VINE?
Because cluster of grapes become heavier and it costs expensive.

IN WHICH REGIONS DO YOU LOOK FOR GRAPES?

For the time being in Kartli and Kakheti. I'm very interested in Meskheti but unfortunately many
species are lost.

WHICH SPECIES DO YOU CHOOSE?

| have some type of Sateravi — Otskhanuri, Mesxuri. From Kakheti region — Tsarati which grows
only in Kardenakhi but still you have to find a good vine in Krdenakhi. Also | like green
Manavi from Kakheti, Atenuli from Qartli, green from Gori, chinebuli which was also called
Chinese, Tavkveri... it's very important that my wine is limited.

WHY?

When | buy grapes and see that in that region there is only halt hectare of this specie how can
| get 7 times more for next year¢ That means | am cheating, isn’t it¢ That’'s why it is exclusive
and limited. Even though | also have wine which is sold for cheaper price because it’s in more
quantity. But still, | choose rare species.

WHAT DOES THIS EVERYTHING MEAN FOR YOU?

Long ago, | understood that God is love. Once | asked my grandfather — Does God exist? |
was looking into his eyes. Firstly he smiled without any word then said - look at me closer —
and he silenced. God was looking at me with a great love from my grandfather’s eyes. You
can do nothing without love.

By the way, my grandfather would be 100 this year and in his honor | poured out wine.



